Toni Sender
tree expression of opinion among the working classes.
We are opposed to declaring invalid elections whose
result does not please the government.59 Hilferding
predicted that the use of terrorism would make the
party a sect and lead to the apathy of the masses, and
to the spread of official corruption in the state.
Did Zinoviev hear again the words of this prophecy
as he stood before the firing squad only sixteen years
later ? And did he then feel the power of the motto
with which Schopenhauer, the German philosopher,
had sent out his work and which had been recalled to
the convention : Magna vis veritatis et praevalebit (Great
is the power of truth and it will prevail).
The resolution that opposed affiliation to the Third
International through submission to the twenty-one
conditions declared it would mean abandonment of
the party's independence, demolition of the Amsterdam
trade union international, the expulsion of respected
comrades, the splitting of the party and paralysis of
its capacity for action. It was signed by Ledebour,
Rosenfeld, myself, and others.
When, after the vote was taken and the irrational
had triumphed, I left the Halle convention hall
with my friends to gather together what was left of
a very promising young party, I felt deeply the great
catastrophe that had occurred. The splitting and
weakening of the only realistic and independent
revolutionary party in Germany could lead only to
the encouragement of reaction. The rule of the
irrational always threatens disaster. What did it
matter that after a short time those who had led in
the surrender to Moscow's dictates became sober and
left the Communist party ? The damage was done !
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